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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections ° 35 USC $ 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,2, 4-7,10-24, 28, 29, 31-34 and 37-51 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1). 

Regarding claim 1 , Katayama discloses a specific point detecting device for 
detecting positions of one or more specific points on a target image, comprising: 

updating means for updating detection parameters for detecting said specific 
points (fig. 1 element 2 ; column 4, lines 45-68; column 5, lines 40-47; column 3, lines 
14-19, and column 9, lines 22-25), in such a way as to follow changes in how said 
specific points on said target image are viewed (column 5, lines 16-28); and, 

detecting means for detecting the position of said specific points on said target 
image based on the detection parameters updated by said updating means (column 2, 
lines 9-18). 

Regarding claim 2, Katayama discloses the device wherein said target image is a 
first photographed image photographed by first photographing means that is movable 
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(column 1, lines 37-45), and said specific points are static specific points in a real space 
(column 20, lines 16-20). 

Regarding claim 4, Katayama discloses the device wherein there is a plurality of 
said first photographing means (column 1, lines 37-45); 

said detecting means comprises a plurality of detecting units corresponding 
respectively to said plurality of first photographing means (fig. 20 element 120-123), and 

said plurality of detecting units each detects the positions of said specific points 
in the first photographed image photographed by corresponding said first photographing 
means (fig. 20 element 120-123), based on the detection parameters updated by said 
updating means (column 5, lines 40-47). 

Regarding claim 5, Katayama discloses the device according to claim 2, wherein 
said updating means comprises second photographing means in which the position and 
posture of the viewpoint and the focal distance are fixed (fig. 20 element 121; column 
15, lines 46-58 and column 17, lines 34-39); and, 

generating means for generating said detection parameters (column 5, lines 40- 
47), based on a second photographed image photographed by said second 
photographing means (fit. 20 ; element 121); and, 

updates current detection parameters to detection parameters generated by said 
generating means (column 5, lines 40-47). 

Regarding claim 6, Katayama discloses the device wherein said updating means 
updates detection parameters so that said detecting means can use detection 
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parameters generated based on said second photographed image photographed at a 
time same as said first photographed image (column 15, lines 46-58); and, 

said detecting means detects said specific pouts using detection parameters 
generated based on said second photographed image photographed at a time same as 
said first photographed image (column 15, lines 46-58). 

Regarding claim 7, Katayama discloses the device comprising a plurality of 
second photographing means fixed on different viewpoint positions as said second 
photographing means (column 15, lines 46-58); 

wherein said generating means generates said detection parameters based on 
such a plurality of second photographed images (column 5, lines 40-47). 

Claim 10, is similarly analyzed as claim 5 above. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Katayama discloses the device comprising a plurality of 
second photographing means fixed to different viewpoint positions, as said second 
photographing means (column 2, lines 9-18), wherein said generating means generates 
said detection parameters based on the on the plurality of the second photograph 
images (column 5, lines 40-47). 

Claim 12, is similarly analyzed as claim 5 above. 

Regarding claim 13, Katayama discloses the device wherein if there is a plurality 
of detection parameters corresponding to the same specific point, said detecting means 
detects the specific point based on each detection parameter, and a detected position 
by the detection parameter having the best evaluation value of detection accuracy is 
adopted, thereby detecting the position of the specific point (column 5, lines 15-37). 
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Regarding claim 14, Katayama discloses the device wherein said generating 
means comprises supplying means for supplying the position or area of said specific 
point on said second photographed image (column 5, lines 40-47), and extracts a partial 
image including said specific point from said second photographed image based on the 
position or area supplied by said supplying means (column 1 1 , lines 41-45), and 
generates said detection parameters based on the partial image (column 4, lines 40- 
67). 

Claim 15, is similarly analyzed as claim 14 above. 

Regarding claim 16, Katayama discloses the device wherein said supplying 
means retains as known information the three-dimensional position of said specific point 
and camera parameters of said second photographing means (column 1 , lines 44-60), 
comprises specific point position calculating means for calculating the position of said 
specific point on said second photographed image, based on the three-dimensional 
position of said specific point and the camera parameters of said second photographing 
means (column 1 , lines 44-60); and, 

supplies the position calculated by said specific point position calculating means 
(column 5, lines 15-37). 

Regarding claim 17, Katayama discloses the device wherein said supplying 
means comprises feature extracting means nor extracting featured partial area from 
said second photographed image (column 9, lines 22-27), and supplies the position or 
area or said featured partial area extracted by said feature extracting means (column 5, 
lines 15-37). 
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Regarding claim 18, Katayama discloses the device wherein said generating 
means generates rates detection parameters based on one photographed image 
photographed at a single time by said second photographing means (column 1 , lines 
37-45). 

Regarding claim 19, Katayama discloses the device wherein said generating 
means generates detection parameters based on a plurality of photographed images 
photographed at a plurality of times by said second photographing means (column 1 , 
lines 37-45). 

Regarding claim 20, Katayama discloses the device wherein said updating 
means determines timing in which update of detection parameters is performed, based 
on the contents of said second photographed image (column 15, lines 40-47). 

Regarding claim 21, Katayama discloses the device wherein said updating 
means performs update of detection parameters, if a degree of difference between a 
new second photographed image and the second photographed image at the time of 
latest collate of detection parameters exceeds a predetermined value (column 9, lines 
35-41. 

Regarding claim 22, Katayama discloses the device wherein said updating 
means controls update of detection parameters, based on changes in detection 
parameters generated by said generating means (column 4, lines 40-67). 

Regarding claim 23, Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1) discloses the device 
wherein said updating means updates detection parameters at a predetermined time 
interval (column 9, lines 38-56). 
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Regarding claim 24, Katayama discloses the device wherein said updating 
means comprises storing means for storing two or more kinds of detection parameters 
prepared in advance for each of said specific points (column 1 , lines 40-67); and, 

selecting means for selecting a detection parameter for detecting each specific 
point from two or more kinds of detection parameters stored in said storing means, in 
such a way as to follow changes in how the specific point is viewed (column 8, lines 11- 
20); and, 

updates current detection parameters to detection parameters selected by said 
selecting means (column 8, lines 1 1-20). 



Cla 
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28, is similarly analyzed as claim 1 above. 
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29, is similarly analyzed as claim 2 above. 
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31, is similarly analyzed as claim 4 above. 
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32, is similarly analyzed as claim 5 above. 
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33, is similarly analyzed as claim 6 above. 
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34 is similarly analyzed as claim 7 above. 
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37, is similarly analyzed as claim 10 above. 
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38, is similarly analyzed as claim 11 above. 
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39, is similarly analyzed as claim 12 above. 
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40, is similarly analyzed as claim 13 above. 
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41 , is similarly analyzed as claim 14 above. 
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42, is similarly analyzed as claim 15 above. 
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43, is similarly analyzed as claim 16 above. 
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Claim 


44, 


is 


similarly analyzed 


as claim 


17 


above. 


Claim 


45, 


is 


similarly analyzed 


as claim 


18 


above. 


Claim 


46, 


is 


similarly analyzed 


as claim 


19 


above. 


Claim 


47, 


is 


similarly analyzed 


as claim 


20 


above. 


Claim 


48, 


is 


similarly analyzed 


as claim 


21 


above. 


Claim 


49, 


is 


similarly analyzed 


as claim 


22 


above. 


Claim 


50, 


is 


similarly analyzed 


as claim 


23 


above. 


Claim 


51, 


is 


similarly analyzed 


as claim 


24 


above. 



CBanm Rejections - 35 USG 1 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 8, 9, 25-27, 30, 35, 36 and 52-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1) in view of Katayama et 
al (U S 5,789,791). 

Regarding claim 3, Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1) disclose the device 
wherein said detecting means further comprises: 

first calculating means for calculating the viewpoint position and/or posture of 
said first photographing means (column 13, lines 60-65). 
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However, Katayama (U S 6,191,808 B1) is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of: 

narrowing means for narrowing specific points to be detected, based on the 
viewpoint position and/or posture calculated by said first calculating means. 
In the same field (image processing system) of endeavor, however, Katayama et al (U S 
5,789,791) disclose multieye imaging system comprising the step of: 

narrowing means for narrowing specific points to be detected, based on the 
viewpoint position and/or posture calculated by said first calculating means (column 20, 
lines 47-56). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use narrowing method as taught by Katayama et al (U S 
5,789,791) in the system of Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1) because Katayama et al 
(U S 5,789,791 ) provides a multieye imaging system which is capable of obtaining an 
image with a less amount of deterioration of an image quality and an inconspicuous 
boundary line, also capable of having an image field enough to acquire sufficient effects 
as a panoramic image and minimizing a deterioration of a resulotion power in the 
vertical direction even at the aspect-ratio-variable time. 

Regarding claim 8, Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1) disclose the device 
wherein said generating means generates detection parameters for the same specific 
point respectively based on photographed images obtained by a plurality of second 
photographing means, and 
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said detecting means detects the specific point based on a plurality of detection 
parameters with respect to the same point (column 30-, lines 33-40). 
However, Katayama (U S 6,191 ,808 B1 ) is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of: 

plurality of second photographing means photographs one or more specific 
points in an overlapping manner. 

In the same field (image processing system) of endeavor, however, Katayama et al (U S 
5,789,791) disclose multieye imaging system comprising the step of: 

plurality of second photographing means photographs one or more specific 
points in an overlapping manner (column 2, lines 27-38). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use overlapping manner as taught by Katayama et al (U S 
5,789,791) in the system of Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1) because Katayama et al 
(U S 5,789,791) provides a multieye imaging system which is capable of obtaining an 
image with a less amount of deterioration of an image quality and an inconspicuous 
boundary line, also capable of having an image field enough to acquire sufficient effects 
as a panoramic image and minimizing a deterioration of a resolution power in the 
vertical direction even at the aspect-ratio-variable time. 

Regarding claim 9, Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1) discloses the device 
wherein said detecting means comprises viewpoint position calculating means for 
calculating the viewpoint position of said first photographing means (column 1 1 , lines 
46-50); and, 
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detects the positions of specific points, using detection parameters generated 
based on second photographing means nearest to the viewpoint position calculated by 
said viewpoint position calculating means, if there is a plurality of detection parameters 
corresponding to the same specific point (column 24, lines 19-23). 

Regarding claim 25, Katayama (U S 6,191,808 B1) is silent about the specific 
details regarding the step of the selecting means selects detection parameters based on 
the average intensity valve of said target image. 

In the same field (image processing system) of endeavor, however, Katayama et al (U S 
5,789,791) disclose multieye imaging system comprising the step of: 

selecting means selects detection parameters based on the average intensity 
valve of said target image (column 7, lines 27-31 and column 15, lines 41-46). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use intensity value as taught by Katayama et al (U S 5,789,791) 
in the system of Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1) because Katayama et al (U S 
5,789,791) provides a multieye imaging system which is capable of obtaining an image 
with a less amount of deterioration of an image quality and an inconspicuous boundary 
line, also capable of having an image field enough to acquire sufficient effects as a 
panoramic image and minimizing a deterioration of a resulotion power in the vertical 
direction even at the aspect-ratio-variable time. 

Regarding claim 26, Katayama (U S 6,191 ,808 B1 ) is silent about the specific 
details regarding the step of the detection parameter is a template image including said 
specific points, and 
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said detecting means performs template matching for said target image o detect 
positions of said specific points on said image. 

In the same field (image processing system) of endeavor, however, Katayama et al (U S 
5,789,791) disclose multieye imaging system comprising the step of: 

the detection parameter Is a template image including said specific points, and 
said detecting means performs template matching for said target image o detect 
positions of said specific points on said image 9column 13, lines 37-40). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use narrowing method as taught by Katayama et al (U S 
5,789,791) in the system of Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1) because Katayama et al 
(U S 5,789,791) provides a multieye imaging system which is capable of obtaining an 
image with a less amount of deterioration of an image quality and an inconspicuous 
boundary line, also capable of having an image field enough to acquire sufficient effects 
as a panoramic image and minimizing a deterioration of a resulotion power in the 
vertical direction even at the aspect-ratio-variable time. 

Regarding claim 27, Katayama (U S 6,191 ,808 B1 ) is silent about the specific 
details regarding the step of the detection parameters are information expressing color 
and/or intensity unique to said specific points, and said detecting means extracts areas 
having the color and/or intensity unique to said specific points from said target image, 
thereby detecting the positions of said specific points on the image. 
In the same field (image processing system) of endeavor, however, Katayama et al (U S 
5,789,791) disclose multieye imaging system comprising the step of: 
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the detection parameters are information expressing color and/or intensity unique to 
said specific points (column 7, lines 27-31 and column 15, lines 41-46), and said 
detecting means extracts areas having the color and/or intensity unique to said specific 
points from said target image, thereby detecting the positions of said specific points on 
the image (fig. 31 element 833). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use intensity unique as taught by Katayama et al (U S 
5,789,791) in the system of Katayama et al (U S 6,191,808 B1) because Katayama et al 
(U S 5,789,791) provides a multieye imaging system which is capable of obtaining an 
image with a less amount of deterioration of an image quality and an inconspicuous 
boundary line, also capable of having an image field enough to acquire sufficient effects 
as a panoramic image and minimizing a deterioration of a resolution power in the 
vertical direction even at the aspect-ratio-variable time. 

Claim 30, is similarly analyzed as claim 3 above. 

Claim 35 is similarly analyzed as claim 8 above. 

Claim 36, is similarly analyzed as claim 9 above. 

Claim 52, is similarly analyzed as claim 25 above. 

Claim 53, is similarly analyzed as claim 26 above. 

Claim 54, is similarly analyzed as claim 27 above. 



Other prior art cited 



5. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 



to Applicant's disclosure. 
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U. S. Patent (U S 6,332,038 B1) to Funayama et al et al is cited for image 
processing device. 

U.S. Patent (U S 6,21 1 ,91 1 B1 ) to Komiya is cited for image processing 
apparatus. 

U.S. Patent (U S 6,333,997 B1) to Hashiya et al is cited for image processing 
apparatus. 

U.S. Patent (5,646,679) to Yano et al is cited for image combining method and 
apparatus. 

Contact Information 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to ABOLFAZL TABATABAI whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-5917. 

The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Mehta Bhavesh M, can be reached at (703) 308-5246. The fax 
phone number for organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Abolfazl Tabatabai 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2625 
June 18, 2004 

BHAVESH M. MEHTA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 
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